
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 19 November 2013] 

 p6157a-6158a 
Mr Dean Nalder; Mr Albert Jacob 

 [1] 

SWAN AND CANNING RIVERS — MONITORING 

800. Mr D.C. NALDER to the Minister for Environment: 

Could the Minister for Environment please update the house on what monitoring is being undertaken in our 
Swan and Canning Rivers?  

Mr A.P. JACOB replied: 
I thought this would be a very good opportunity to just update the house, as we head out of winter into the dryer 
months, on what is being done along the Swan and Canning Rivers to ensure that we are monitoring them. I am 
happy to report to the house that this monitoring is actually done on a weekly basis, and I think it is very 
important to point out for the benefit of members that the results are uploaded to the Swan River Trust website 
weekly. If members are interested, they can check those out. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, member for Cockburn.  

Mr F.M. Logan: You’re monitoring it, but where’s the dolphin gone?  

The SPEAKER: Member for Cockburn, we are not worrying about the dolphin in this question.  

Mr A.P. JACOB: We actually have around 400 volunteers. 

Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Member for Cockburn! Members! 

Mr A.P. JACOB: I wanted to speak specifically about water quality, but I am only too happy to talk about the 
dolphin program and our appreciation for the 400 or so volunteers who assist us with Dolphin Watch.  

I move specifically to the monitoring of water quality along the Swan and Canning Rivers. The monitoring is 
undertaken at 21 regular sites along the Swan River, and 19 along the Canning River. A range of physical 
conditions are assessed, including salinity levels—obviously the river has become more saline over the decades 
since the river mouth was opened; we also look at the temperature of the water as we get further up the river, 
oxygenation and any signs of algal species that may be present. We also take readings of nutrient levels, 
specifically phosphorus and nitrogen. 

Mr C.J. Tallentire interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Gosnells! 

Mr A.P. JACOB: These phosphorus and nitrogen measurements are undertaken every two weeks.  

Mr C.J. Tallentire interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Gosnells, I call you to order for the first time.  

Mr A.P. JACOB: We are monitoring nutrient levels at those 40 sites on a fortnightly basis.  

The longevity and detail of this monitoring program provides this government with one of the most robust 
datasets for any estuary or riparian system in Australia. Regular analysis of this data underpins this Liberal–
National government’s programs to manage the water quality of our Swan and Canning Rivers system, and also 
provides a valuable scientific record of the environmental state of the rivers to indicate whether any changes may 
be occurring. A great deal is being done, but I do not have time to go into all of it; however, I would like to say 
that we do recognise that — 

Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Members!  

Mr A.P. JACOB: Members opposite gave me 45 minutes to go into all that a few weeks ago—I would love to 
revisit it all again!  

Yes, the river has significant challenges, as recognised by this government. Many of them date back to decisions 
made more than a century ago, and we are dealing with legacy issues.  

Mr C.J. Tallentire interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Thank you, member for Gosnells; I call you to order for the second time. Minister, wind this 
up, please. 

Mr A.P. JACOB: Certainly, Mr Speaker. 
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I take this opportunity to assure the house that we are paying very close attention and looking for any warning 
signs. As I said, 40 sites are investigated on a weekly basis and the results are published on our website. Indeed, 
the 2012–2013 Centre for Fish, Fisheries and Aquatic Ecosystem Research report by Murdoch University shows 
that the estuary is currently in a very good to fair condition overall, based on the fish community index, and 
suggests that despite the historical legacy we are dealing with, there has been a marked improvement in the Swan 
and Canning Rivers over the past five or six years. 
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